[ax WasaincToN Posr

A2 TuurspaY, AucusT 24, 2006

il

Post POLL _
High School Regrets

It's not reading or writing but arithmetic

-and foreign languages that Americans say
they wish they had spent more time :

- studying when they were in high school.
And, kids, study now or regret it later: More
than 9 out of 10 Americans said they were
sorry they didn't spend more time on at.
least one subject.

5 Looking back, which, if any, subject doyou
wish you had paid more attention to in high
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Roughly equal proportions of men, women,
the young and the not-so-young all '
 regretted not paying more attention to the
._same subjects in school. The better-
* educated respondents, however, were
 slightly more likely to lament not spending
time Iearning a foreign language. i

f?emniageofeachgmupﬂlatfemm
~ spending more time on a particular subject:

]wg
%%$

szwg

3 ;\EOURCE_ ashlngtun Past national telephone survey of L.UID
4 -randorn&y !_a;ted adults conducted Aug. 16-20. Marginof.
. samphingerror is plus or minus four percentage points forthe
: mkraﬂ remlts; lntemewang was conducted by ICR of Media, Pa.
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Svarer. University of Copenhagen Centre for Applied
Microeconometrics Working Paper 2006-11. A Danish
economist finds that the probability that a worker will
get divorced increases in proportion to the prevalence
of the opposite sex in his or her workplace but that the
gender ratio doesn’t help single people find romance
— suggesting that “the workplace constitutes a more
important marriage market segment for individuals
who are already in a partnership.”

Richard Morin is a senior editor at the Pew
Research Center. Versions of this column appear at
washingtonpost.com and www.pewresearch.org.



